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The next meeting of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council Executive Committee will be
Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at 2 PM by Zoom. Please email council@thecorridor.org if
you would like to add an item to the meeting agenda.

This is your last Monday Morning Report of the year. We’'re taking our annual pause to
recharge. Take some time to review the progress you’ve made this year - ready to tackle 2026!

INFRASTRUCTURE

Traffic congestion increased 11% nationwide this year over last, according to the annual INRIX
report, costing the US economy $86 billion as drivers lost some 4.7 billion hours due to traffic.
"However, even as some cities like Philadelphia, Baltimore and Austin have experienced
double-digit growth in traffic congestion... other cities seem to be leveling out." New York and
Los Angeles were either flat or declined. Story. Report.

The Federal Railroad Administration is hosting an opportunity for stakeholders to learn more
about the latest policy updates for the Corridor Identification and Development Program this
Thursday, December 18, 11:00-12:30 PM ET. Register here. More information here: CID
Program.

Since service was restored in August 2025, 20 years after Hurricane Katrina disrupted New
Orleans to Mobile Amtrak service, three separate vehicle collision accidents have resulted in
three fatalities in Mississippi, the Sun Herald reports. Driver errors and lack of crossing gates
are cited as the cause. Story.

As a follow-up to last week's MMR item about the Austin ISD issuing 20 citations to Waymo
robotaxis for illegally passing stopped school buses, Community Impact reports that the
company is pulling its vehicles for a voluntary software upgrade. A federal safety transportation
agency is also investigating the issue. Story.

A Phoenix-based personal injury lawyer proposed a simple test in the Washington Posf last
week for policymakers considering robotaxi deployments: Do they reduce harm compared with
human drivers? "We're grading machines against perfection and grading ourselves on a
curve," he writes. Austin is cited. Opinion.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News)

Houston and Corpus Christi have been in a dead heat in the race to export Permian Basin
crude oil, two industry analysts report, but - based upon newer and expanded pipelines - the
'Sparkling City By The Sea' is pulling ahead. The writers credit strategic planning and drag-
reducing additives in pipelines. Defails.

Southwest Airlines is expanding its operations at Austin's Bergstrom Airport, adding flights,
gates, and around 2,000 new jobs, the Express-News reports, results of a $5.5 million city
agreement. Story. More.

Pentagon officials are discussing moving up to 3,300 Defense Health Agency staffers and their
families to San Antonio, the Express-News reports. City officials say they expect to hear more
by the end of the year. Story.

Four new, 'massive' hotels are coming to the IH-35 Corridor in San Marcos and New
Braunfels in 2026, the Express-News reports, with construction budgets combined of over
$100 million plus. Details.

And, also from the Express-News this week, comes an 'Everything You Need to Know About
Kyle' article touting the many charms of the 'pie capital of Texas," including a Guinness Book of
World Records attempt to collect more than 2,235 people with the same first name in one
place (Kyles, of course). Story.

Monarch butterflies - important pollinators in the life cycle supporting humans and wildlife -
have declined by about 80% since the mid-1990's, with about 6% of those deaths due to
vehicle strikes along highways, reports Axios. But two Texas A&M scientists demonstrate
'flight diverters' that could cut the death toll in half. Story.

Thought of the Week

“You can tell a lot about a person by the way (s)he handles these three
things: a rainy day, lost luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights.”

— Maya Angelou

This newsletter is available to our members. If you wish to unsubscribe,
please send an email request with subject UNSUBSCRIBE to council@thecorridor.org.
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