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INTERNAL

Due to holiday schedules, the next meeting of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council's
Executive Committee will be the regularly scheduled Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at 2 PM
by Zoom. Please email council@thecorridor.org if you would like to add an item to the
meeting agenda.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Next month marks the one-year anniversary of the nation's largest-ever congestion pricing
experiment, the toll placed on vehicles in mid-town New York. After a rocky start (and
continued opposition from the Trump administration), the program has reduced traffic, sped-up
commute times, and raised funds for transit. Story.

The Express-News last week highlighted the 'Smart Freight Corridor' being developed along
State Highway 130 to accommodate driverless trucks by intelligent road technology company
Cavnue. The company - which presented at the Corridor Council's Sept. 29 Autonomous
Trucking Workshop - is working with TxDOT to bring new AV-related tech products to a 21-
mile stretch of SH 130 between Georgetown and Mustang Ridge. More details.

It was good news, bad news for robotaxi operator Waymo: the New York Times ran a column
by a neurosurgeon who touted the company's safety record and technology (the good), citing
91% fewer serious injury-accidents than human drivers; meanwhile, the Austin Independent
School District issued its 20th citation since the start of the school year to the company for
illegally passing stopped school buses (really bad). Opinion. Story.

Texas leads the nation in the number of unlicensed drivers involved in automobile crashes,
according to newly analyzed federal data, the Express-News reports, with more than 18,000
incidents (31%) tied to license-less drivers from 2018-2022 including 20% of all (3,567)
pedestrian deaths in that period. Story.

In a scenario many believe will begin playing out across the state, Corpus Christi officials are
scrambling to find new sources of water after the costs of a long-planned desalination plant
soared to $1.2 billion, leading the city council to cancel it. Seeking nearby groundwater is
pitting the city against residents and farmers in neighboring San Patricio County, where
Sinton's city manager vows "to contest every permit they try to get." Story. More.
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A new $240 million highway is coming to the Rio Grande Valley: officials broke ground last
week on Texas State Loop 195, a new 17-mile road that will stretch from Roma to Rio Grande
City paralleling severely congested US 83 - the one highway running through the center of
almost every Starr County city or town. Story.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News)

The Washington Post ran a lengthy recap last week of the controversy swirling around the
Alamo Trust in San Antonio and the recent forced resignation of its president, Kate Rogers,
over charges of 'wokeness.' Rogers has sued the Trust and several parties involved in the
dispute for wrongful termination. Story.

Thousands of Texans without legal status can no longer register or renew vehicle registrations
after the state quietly tightened identification rules as part of immigration enforcement - a
sudden policy shift that has left some county tax offices and motorists bewildered. Story.

China's trade surplus just topped $1 trillion for the first time and the Wall Street Journal says
that remarkable figure has never been seen in recorded economic history, underscoring the
global dominance the country has achieved selling everything from high-end electric vehicles
to t-shirts. Story.

Thought of the Week

“It’s not what you are going to do, but it’s what you are doing now that
counts.” — Napoleon Hill
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