
  

 

 

 

 

Monday Morning Report 

October 5, 2026 

INTERNAL  

More from the Central Texas Alliance launch event in San Marcos on September 18, from 

CEO A.J. Rodriquez: 

Who was in the room 

- 200+ attendees from 130+ organizations 

- 27 of our 36 Founding Steering Committee (FSC) members 

- 12 of our 13 counties represented 

By sector 

- Elected officials: 9 (3 city, 6 county) 

- City staff: 18 | County staff: 4 

- Private sector: 42 companies 

- Chambers of commerce: 11 organizations 

- Economic development: 11 organizations 

- Nonprofits and foundations: 14 organizations 

- Higher education: 6 institutions 

- Transit and transportation: 5 agencies 

- Water, energy and utilities: 5 agencies 

- Regional planning and workforce: 6 agencies 

- Media: 3 outlets 

Photos from the event are available here: CTxA Public Launch Event Photos 

The San Antonio Report covered the launch: An old idea with new drive: Takeaways from the 

alliance uniting ATX-SATX region leaders 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

The Wall Street Journal reports from Orange, Texas on the struggles US truckers face as 

diesel prices rise to an average of $6.53 per gallon, up $3 from just a year ago. Some are 

sleeping in their trucks, some are bringing food from home on the road, some are not washing 

their trucks, and some are just going bankrupt. Story. More. 

TxDOT and local Austin partners have launched CTXGO, a free mobile app and companion 

website that provides regional construction information (including IH-35), roadway conditions, 

and other travel options. Details. Website. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HTTlUh17B2Nlb0sPB8nD9_s-73iOFJvb?usp=share_link
https://sanantonioreport.org/takeaways-central-texas-alliance-uniting-atx-satx-region-leaders/
https://sanantonioreport.org/takeaways-central-texas-alliance-uniting-atx-satx-region-leaders/
https://www.wsj.com/pro/cybersecurity/truckers-are-using-every-trick-they-can-to-survive-soaring-diesel-prices-0af349aa?st=SLXAz6&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
https://www.inc.com/kevin-haynes/a-wave-of-trucking-companies-rolled-into-bankruptcy-court-in-wake-of-record-diesel-prices/91414321
https://mailchi.mp/mobility35/mobility35-16856518?e=5f21ffb8bc
https://ctxgo.com/


Monday Morning Report 

October 5, 2026 

 

 

It's no coincidence that Elon Musk resurrects his hyperloop concept whenever local officials 

get serious about rail projects. This time it's an X-statement: 'Boring Company is working on a 

simple, precursor Hyperloop tunnel between Austin and San Antonio (>200 mph).' Las Vegas 

and Nashville fell for the ‘bait and switch.' Story.  

American-Statesman reporter Andrea Guzman provides a first-person account of riding in 

one of Tesla's new Cybercabs, a vehicle with butterfly doors but no steering wheel, braking, or 

acceleration pedals. She describes a 'more assertive' driving style than her own, accompanied 

by widely reported 'phantom braking.' Story.   

Starting in June, Southwest Airlines will begin service from Austin Bergstrom International 

Airport to Nassau, Bahamas, Punto Cana, Dominican Republic, and Liberia, Costa Rica. 

Domestically, they are adding flights to Bozeman, Montana, and Savannah, Georgia. 

Southwest is also bringing back seasonal service to Portland, Oregon. Details.   

The San Antonio Mobility Coalition hosts 'The State of Rail: The Economic Impact of Freight 

Rail with Union Pacific' on November 6, featuring Union Pacific Operations Vice-President Eric 

Gehringer. Register & Details.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News) 

Washington-based The Hill posts opinion writer John Mac Glionn's sobering take on AI's 

threat to the economy: "Constructing a modern data center requires hundreds of millions 

upfront, backed by decades-long power contracts and short-lived hardware assets that 

depreciate faster than luxury sports cars." And then it gets bad. Opinion.  

Congratulations to Dr. Kate Spradley, the first Texas State University in San Marcos winner of 

a MacArthur ‘Genius Grant' of an $800,000 multi-year stipend for her work identifying South 

Texas human remains. Read more.  

New Braunfels is getting a new, $40 million, 150-room all suites hotel from Marriott, according 

to the Express-News, citing state data. Ft. Worth chef Tim Love will guide the attached 

Mexican food restaurant. Details.  

We all think IH-35 between Austin and San Antonio is awful, but for sheer terror it can't touch 

the 'Million Dollar Highway,' US highway 550 near Ourray, Colorado, which climbs more than 

2000-feet in six miles, a two-lane roadway only twenty-three feet wide with no shoulder. The 

New Yorker tells the tale here.  

 

Thought of the Week 

 
“However difficult life may seem, there is always something you can do  

and succeed at.” – Stephen Hawking 
 

https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/traffic/article/texas-hyperloop-elonmusk-22444190.php
https://www.statesman.com/business/article/tesla-cybercab-austin-first-ride-review-22424261.php
https://www.statesman.com/business/travel/article/southwest-austin-new-routes-2027-22459927.php
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/4eh8uah/lp/e2827839-63ba-4333-945a-a4b4813d5a7c?source_id=d9792006-9206-4cc8-a56e-ce606509eddd&source_type=em&c=Wiw8IN8oPZg7uPcVWeNpNyst8uoA6FTHAkqUaYJslBVWyrXP3fIVUQ==
https://thehill.com/opinion/finance/6126452-ai-infrastructure-economic-risk/?email=467cb6399cb7df64551775e431052b43a775c749&emaila=12a6d4d069cd56cfddaa391c24eb7042&emailb=054528e7403871c79f668e49dd3c44b1ec00c7f611bf9388f76bb2324d6ca5f3&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10.04.26%20Tipsheet%20ED
https://news.txst.edu/faculty-experts/2026/kate-spradley-genius-grant.html?utm_source=luminate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=txst_news
https://www.mysanantonio.com/business/article/new-braunfels-riverfront-hotel-opening-22459742.php
https://id.condenast.com/interaction/qVMLhtCycZe4kSQXSEjxt/login?_sp=554a5393-eab0-4d09-8ba3-27c7c9648251.1791117446479&xid=0cdcfe2a-79bb-47b0-a58f-49f15c0e9ec3&scope=openid%20offline_access&state=%7B%22redirectURL%22%3A%22%2Fmagazine%2F2026%2F10%2F05%2Fwhy-doesnt-anyone-want-to-fix-one-of-americas-scariest-roads%3F_sp%3D554a5393-eab0-4d09-8ba3-27c7c9648251.1791117446479%22%7D&prompt=select_account%20consent&source=VERSO_NAVIGATION&resource=https%3A%2F%2Fid.condenast.com&client_id=condenast.identity.551db804934e94baa14c434240328bf2&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newyorker.com%2Fauth%2Fcomplete&response_type=code&platformAuthenticatorSupported=true
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This newsletter is available to our members. If you wish to unsubscribe,  

please send an email request with subject UNSUBSCRIBE to council@thecorridor.org. 
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