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INTERNAL

The next scheduled meeting of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council Executive
Committee is Wednesday, June 17 at 2 PM by Zoom. For more information or to add an item to
the agenda, contact council@thecorridor.org.

INFRASTRUCTURE

There's a new statewide program for reporting complaints about commercial automated
vehicles (AVs), the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles announced last week. The Express-
News reports that the agency has created a public process for voicing serious public safety
concerns regarding driverless cars and trucks (here). Tesla, meanwhile, expanded its robotaxi
fleet in Austin and includes Houston and Dallas as service areas. Story.

After being sued for $100 million in damages by a developer, Hill County has rescinded a
moratorium it had imposed on data centers and replaced the ban with a checklist of items it will
require of data center developers in the future (here). At least 248 data centers are currently
planned in Texas, half in unincorporated areas. Story.

And in Grimes County, between College Station and Houston, county commissioners voted
last week to approve a 100% tax abatement for Elon Musk's $55 billion SpaceX Terafab plant,
despite lots of local opposition. Story.

American-Statesman columnist Chris Tomlinson says Texas is becoming a hub for innovation
in the 'flying taxi' industry (electric vertical takeoff and landing vehicles) due to federal pilot
programs accelerating development. These are not the 3 or 4 passenger models, but flying
buses with 40-60 passengers, he writes. Opinion.

Although US Senator John Cornyn apparently gave up on the idea of naming a highway after
President Donald Trump (once Trump endorsed his opponent in last month's Republican
primary), the prospect is not dead: Texas Representative Jared Patterson says he'll try to have
a North Texas tollway named for Trump. Story.

Are Houston freeways creating their own weather? Satellite photos taken last week show
clouds neatly lining up along Space City's highway network, causing one scientist to say, "Quite
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clearly these interstates, particularly the Katy Freeway with its more than two dozen lanes,
were inducing their own micro-climates." Story.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News)

Artificial intelligence-developer Anthropic warns future Al systems could design and refine
themselves (‘recursive self-improvement') with unknown results because the economy is
currently driven by humans and human-built tools. "It is difficult to predict what the economy
looks like if human labor stops being competitive." Post. (item 4)

Two Austin-San Antonio Corridor Communities have been named as the top two boomtowns
for new residents in the US, the Express-News reports. Georgetown and New Braunfels
placed first and second in a nationwide survey of hundreds of cities rated for growth in
housing, workforce size, and economic activity. Details.

A Texas House committee last week in Austin took testimony on the so-called "Death Star Bill"
- the Texas Regulatory Act - passed in 2023 and designed to resolve conflicts between city and
state ordinances and laws. But one state representative said some provisions of the measure
prevented cities from testifying against it. Story.

San Antonio's CPS Energy announced that Frank Almaraz would serve as interim director
while the agency searches for a permanent replacement for outgoing chief executive officer
Rudy Garza. Details.

Eurointelligence says that China's shift away from oil to new, developing battery technologies
- spurred in part by a 40% reduction in imports due to the Straits of Hormuz blockade - may
make the Iran war "look less like the 1970's oil crisis and more like the beginning of the end of
the oil age itself," John Ellis reports here (item 7).

Thought of the Week

“He who is not courageous enough to take risks will accomplish nothing in
life.” — Muhammad Ali
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