
  

 

 

 

 

Monday Morning Report 

March 16, 2026 

INTERNAL  

The next meeting of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council's Executive Committee is 

scheduled for this Wednesday, March 18 at 2 PM by Zoom. It will be a brief meeting due to 

members with Spring Break plans. For more information or to add an item to the agenda, 

contact council@thecorridor.org.  

INFRASTRUCTURE 

The internet blew up over the weekend with videos of long lines waiting to get into Austin's 

Bergstrom International Airport, with many passengers citing delays caused by the temporary 

US government budget fight over the Transportation Security Administration. But newsletter 

View From The Wing says the problem was systemic, not transitory, and noted that the 

passenger load related to SXSW was 50% higher than usual. Story.  

While details remain sketchy, the Express-News reports that the Trump administration will 

help to finance a $300 billion petroleum refinery in Brownsville, the first such new facility to be 

built in the US in the last fifty years. The America First Refining plant claims it will produce 50-

billion gallons of petro products per year. Story.  

The Washington Post says that San Francisco's Bay Area Rapid Transit appears headed for a 

financial death spiral, the latest transit victim of high costs and low ridership. 'Nationwide since 

the 1960's, the total number of transit trips is approximately the same, but the operating costs 

have quintupled, due to labor costs.' Opinion.  

Lonny Stern stepped down last week as the executive director of Austin-based Movability, a 

transit-oriented advocacy group, and will be replaced interim director Kate Harrington - 

currently the organization's Outreach and Engagement director. Stern moves on to a 

government relations post at Lime. Details.   

Elon Musk's Bastrop-based The Boring Company announced 16 finalists in a 'win-a-free-

tunnel' competition that must be one of the strangest infrastructure competitions ever held. 

Boring received 487 submissions in a contest to select a one-mile long, 12-feet in diameter 

tunnel to solve 'real-world problems.' Story.  

mailto:council@thecorridor.org
https://viewfromthewing.com/austin-airport-security-lines-ran-outside-the-terminal-but-the-real-problem-was-tsa-not-the-shutdown/
https://www.mysanantonio.com/business/article/donald-trump-texas-oil-refinery-22070476.php
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/03/14/bart-sales-tax-referendum-bay-area-rapid-transit/
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/content/pwFK8y3R9KCMSZcVYsPZc1t0aJbeDJz3QrmVKRO9wSA=
https://dallasinnovates.com/elon-musks-boring-co-names-dallas-development-as-a-finalist-for-free-mile-long-tunnel/
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News) 

Given the staggering impacts on domestic gasoline prices and inflation, US military strategists 

are wrestling with the complexity of re-opening the Straits of Hormuz without committing 'boots 

on the ground.' But the trade journal Maritime Executive lists other available options and sees 

signs for optimism. Opinion. Meanwhile, other nations such as India are trying to cut side deals 

with the Iranians to insure their ships’ safe passage. Story.  

Long an issue in South Central Texas, data centers - controversial due to their huge demands 

for electricity and water - are now emerging as a wedge issue in local political races all across 

the country as candidates weigh economic opportunity against the associated strain on voters' 

utility bills, The Hill reports. Story.  

Texas Monthly is raising questions about the long-term viability of Austin's iconic South By 

Southwest Conference, the annual showcase for film, television, and technology, citing post-

pandemic slowing crowd growth, abbreviated schedule, and dispersed venues due to 

convention center renovations. Story. Analysis.   

The San Antonio Express-News highlighted the north-of-Austin suburb of Leander last week, 

noting explosive population growth in the city of 86,000 and touting its affordability, quality of 

life & schools, and safety. Details.  
 

Thought of the Week 

“By changing the inner attitudes of their minds, human beings can change the outer aspects of their 

lives.”               – William James 
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https://maritime-executive.com/editorials/op-ed-end-in-sight-for-the-strait-of-hormuz-blockade
https://maritime-executive.com/article/norway-bans-hormuz-transits-india-makes-a-deal-with-iran-for-safe-passage
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/5784406-data-centers-midterm-debate/?email=d18c754ebd044539da7cde746f5acad0dc06e5b4&emaila=d55bea9a5e684ec285f9c53ebb007b5f&emailb=7ddd75f7a72d25ef439ef8c70644c1ef32075eb55ab04df9204b2db2d96090b2&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=03.15.26%20CD%20Data%20centers
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/south-by-southwest-faces-uncertain-future/
https://sxsw.md/news/2026-03-10-texas-monthly-sxsw-uncertain-future
https://www.mysanantonio.com/lifestyle/article/leander-tx-city-guide-21367660.php
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