
  

 

 

 

 

Monday Morning Report 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 19, 2026 

INTERNAL  

The Executive Committee of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council meets this Wednesday, 

January 21, 2026, at 2 PM by Zoom. Our guest speaker will be Chad Coburn, with the TxDOT 

Rail Division. He will be updating the Committee on "Recent Study Developments for 

Passenger Rail between Austin and San Antonio." For more information, contact 

council@thecorridor.org. 

Corridor Council founding chairman and former San Antonio mayor Henry Cisneros has a new 

book out (co-authored by Robert Rivard and David Hendricks), "The Austin-San Antonio 

Megaregion: Opportunity and Challenges in the Lone Star State," available here. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

On Friday (1/16), the Surface Transportation Board in Washington rejected as 'incomplete' a 

7000-page merger application from the Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern Railroads. The 

agency did not nix the merger but said the current application failed to adequately document 

impacts of the proposed $85 billion merger. Opinion.  

Two high-speed trains traveling between Malaga and Madrid in Spain collided last night, killing 

at least 39 people and injuring 73 - a rare event for the highly developed European train 

industry. No cause has yet been identified, and Spanish officials called the accident 'very 

strange.' Rescue workers are still on the scene. Story.  

Highway News Wrap-up: Yet another study in the San Antonio Express-News shows IH-35 

to be among the deadliest highways in Texas, this one ranking it third (here); the Statesman 

created an online database of Austin-area road projects coming over the next decade (here); 

after one year in place, congestion pricing in Manhattan has cut midtown traffic by 11%, 73,000 

fewer vehicles per day, 27 million fewer annual trips. Story.  

Facing an exit now by five member cities in North Texas, the Dallas-Area Rapid Transit warns 

it will end services immediately if jurisdictions withdraw on May 2nd elections. Regional officials 

scramble for a compromise to deal with a 30% revenue loss and the upcoming June 2026 

World Cup onslaught of visitors. Story.  

mailto:council@thecorridor.org
https://www.amazon.com/Austin-San-Antonio-Megaregion-Opportunity-Experience/dp/1648433383
https://railpassengers.org/happening-now/news/blog/why-the-stb-hit-the-reset-button-on-the-up-ns-merger/
https://wapo.st/3LBnBrO
https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/traffic/article/texas-most-dangerous-roads-21292451.php
https://www.statesman.com/projects/2025/austin-highway-construction-projects/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/01/05/upshot/congestion-pricing-one-year.html?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.fox4news.com/news/dart-would-end-services-immediately-in-cities-that-vote-to-leave
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The San Antonio Express-News traces the history of the Comal Power Plant in New 

Braunfels from an industrial-era coal-fired electricity generation facility into a modern luxury 

apartment complex along the Comal River, now known as the Landmark Lofts & Garden - an 

interesting mix of history and journalism. Story.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (and Other News) 

The new year brings a shift in Mexico's trade policies, adding tariff increases from 5-to-50% on 

over 1000 items from countries that don't have a current signed trade agreement (China, 

Russia, South Korea, and others). Observers say it's an effort to curry favor with the Trump 

administration ahead of USMCA negotiations in July. Story.  

Water woes continue in Corpus Christi, where officials revealed last week that western 

regional supplies combined had dropped to 10% of capacity and eastern supplies were 

dropping fast - raising the prospect of a Level 1 water scarcity crisis by this November (2026), 

with 'curtailments' affecting local consumers. Story.  

Federal scientists said last week that they had discovered a massive new cache of oil and gas, 

a deeper and farther western extension of the well-known Permian Basin fields, near El Paso. 

The find contains a recoverable 28.3 trillion feet of natural gas (10-months of US supply) and 

1.6 billion barrels of oil (10-week supply). Story.  

Sentinel Peak Preserve, a new 530-acre swimming and hiking spot along the Blanco River, is 

moving through the development process and is scheduled for an opening in 2027, Hays 

County officials said last week. Details.  

Axios reports that Austin resident Elon Musk, recognizing that data centers for artificial 

intelligence applications are becoming increasingly politically toxic due to power and water 

demands, is planning to move future data centers beyond government regulators into outer 

space. ("Here's your hat. What's the hurry?") Story.  

 

Thought of the Week 

“If men could only know each other, they would neither idolize nor hate.”      

        - Elbert Hubbard 
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