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Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council Executive Committee member Sam Dawson will be leading a half-day retreat of 
the Committee in January 2010 to work out long term goals and strategies for the Council. As we are a membership-
driven organization we welcome the comments or suggestions of any members who wish to contribute to this process. 
Please forward your ideas or thoughts to council@thecorridor.org. 
 
Corridor Council staff will meet in San Antonio today (11/30) with US Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood about 
regional infrastructure issues. Local roadway improvements, transit, and regional rail issues are on the agenda. 
 
The Economic Development Committee is scheduled to meet on Friday, December 11 at 10:00 am at the Corridor Council 
offices in San Marcos. All agenda suggestions should be submitted to TJ@thecorridor.org by December 1. 
 

Infrastructure  
 
The Board of the Lone Star Rail District meets this Friday, December 4, 10:00 am at the San Marcos Activity Center on 
501 East Hopkins. 
 
The Austin city council will consider 'density bonuses' on Dec. 17, a voluntary program under which downtown 
developers would be rewarded with extra space or height for projects if they provide certain community benefits, such as 
affordable housing, child care services or cultural spaces. Goal is to increase density and tax base in the urban core, but 
not everybody is on board. Details here. 
  
The San Antonio Express-News ran a good piece over the weekend about changes being made at the VIA Metropolitan 
Transit Authority under the new leadership of chairman Henry Munoz. There's sound coverage of light rail and bus rapid 
transit developments, as well as a discussion of Federal initiatives. Read it here. 
 
Who knew? Each year, Christmas tree fires destroy 215 homes, kill 15 people, and do $20 million worth of damage, 
according to a 'Christmas safety' wrap-up story this week in the Seguin Gazette-Enterprise. We never knew there were so 
many things that could go wrong. Details.  
 
Round Rock's only Vietnam war casualty, Marine Corps lance corporal Robert P. Hernandez, will have an elementary 
school named after him following a vote last week by the school district there.  Details. 
  
Caldwell County folks are hopping mad about a TxDOT decision to reduce Highway 80 to two lanes between Fentress 
and Mar tindale. County officials said they weren't consulted and no one seems to have a good answer to why it's being 
done. Story here. 
 



Monday Morning Report – November 30, 2009  

This newsletter was sent on behalf of council@thecorridor.org. It is available to our members. If you have a newsletter that you’d like us to link to, 
please forward to MMR@thecorridor.org.   If you wish to unsubscribe from this or other e-mail newsletters, please click here, send an e-mail 
request to council@thecorridor.org, or send your request referencing the specific newsletter to: Opt-out Request, Monday Morning Report, PO Box 
1618, San Marcos, TX. 78667.   Additionally, if you wish any additional information about the Corridor Council or becoming a member of the 
Corridor Council please call 512-558-7363 

 
 
 
The TxDOT Toll Amnesty program ends today, 11/30.  So far only 4 percent of affected drivers have taken advantage of 
the program.  TxDOT intends to take the remaining delinquent drivers to court. 
 
TxDOT appointed William "Bill" Glavin, P.E., as the Director of the Rail Division, effective December 1, 2009.  Mr. 
Glavin has 30 years of experience in the rail industry.  Creation of the Rail Division will consolidate the department's 
major rail responsibilities - planning, inspection, at-grade rail crossings, management of the South Orient Railroad and rail 
public transit - under a single division. 
 
It will take about three years but due to San Antonio's 2007-2012 bond program, a $17.3 million project will finance 
the widening of Jones-Maltsberger to five lanes with curbs, sidewalks, driveway approaches and necessary drainage. The 
project goes to bid September 2010 and construction starts in November of 2010, with an anticipated 18 months to 
completion. 
 

Economic Development (and ‘Other  News’) 
 
According to the Austin Business Journal, Williamson County Justice Center received an $85,000 grant for new 
equipment for its courtrooms.  The improvements are expected to standardize the availability of the latest digital evidence 
technology, shorten trials and improve the presentation of information and evidence, officials said.  
 
Texas State University System regents have approved (11/20) the design of a $47.7 million undergraduate academic 
center, moving ahead with the 130,000-square-foot facility at the university’s south gateway in San Marcos. Details 
 
The US Department of Energy has awarded $10.4 million in stimulus funds Austin’s Pecan Street Project. The grant will 
be used fund an advanced smart grid project at the Mueller development in central Austin.  Such projects integrate 
different components, such as smart meters and automated substations, into one system.  Details. 
 
The Gallup Organization reported that it’ s Economic Confidence Index was down slightly last week from the prior week 
and from October but consumer spending was up 11% for the week and is at its smallest year-to-year difference (down 
7%) of 2009 from the same week a year ago -- providing some added economic hope for retailers this season.  Details. 
  
  
 

Thought for the week: 

” The world is moving so fast these days that the man who says it can’ t be done is generally 
interrupted by someone doing it” . 

~ Elbert Hubbard 
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project goes to bid September 2010 and construction starts in November of 2010, with an anticipated 18 months to 
completion. 
 

Economic Development (and ‘Other  News’) 
 
According to the Austin Business Journal, Williamson County Justice Center received an $85,000 grant for new 
equipment for its courtrooms.  The improvements are expected to standardize the availability of the latest digital evidence 
technology, shorten trials and improve the presentation of information and evidence, officials said.  
 
Texas State University System regents have approved (11/20) the design of a $47.7 million undergraduate academic 
center, moving ahead with the 130,000-square-foot facility at the university’s south gateway in San Marcos. Details 
 
The US Department of Energy has awarded $10.4 million in stimulus funds Austin’s Pecan Street Project. The grant will 
be used fund an advanced smart grid project at the Mueller development in central Austin.  Such projects integrate 
different components, such as smart meters and automated substations, into one system.  Details. 
 
The Gallup Organization reported that it’ s Economic Confidence Index was down slightly last week from the prior week 
and from October but consumer spending was up 11% for the week and is at its smallest year-to-year difference (down 
7%) of 2009 from the same week a year ago -- providing some added economic hope for retailers this season.  Details. 
  
  
 

Thought for the week: 

” The world is moving so fast these days that the man who says it can’ t be done is generally 
interrupted by someone doing it” . 

~ Elbert Hubbard 
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Internal  
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Infrastructure  
 
The Board of the Lone Star Rail District meets this Friday, December 4, 10:00 am at the San Marcos Activity Center on 
501 East Hopkins. 
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Round Rock's only Vietnam war casualty, Marine Corps lance corporal Robert P. Hernandez, will have an elementary 
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and Mar tindale. County officials said they weren't consulted and no one seems to have a good answer to why it's being 
done. Story here. 
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center, moving ahead with the 130,000-square-foot facility at the university’s south gateway in San Marcos. Details 
 
The US Department of Energy has awarded $10.4 million in stimulus funds Austin’s Pecan Street Project. The grant will 
be used fund an advanced smart grid project at the Mueller development in central Austin.  Such projects integrate 
different components, such as smart meters and automated substations, into one system.  Details. 
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