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The Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council Executive Committee met last week to hear updates on various Council 
projects including rail relocation certification, the US 281 study, Union Pacific negotiations status, and approve a series of 
internal procedures. The Committee also decided to hold a special meeting in November to discuss long term strategy and 
goals for the Council. The original date they selected has major conflicting events so a new date is being sought, We’ ll 
keep you posted. For details, email council@thecorridor.org.   
 
The Corridor Council will hold a Brown Bag Luncheon at our offices in San Marcos on Wednesday, November 4 at 
11:30 am, with Director of Economic Development, T.J. Costello offering a session on “ Knowing Your Market – Basic 
Market Research.”  The session is free for members with a small charge for non-members.  For more information or to 
RSVP call 512-558-7360.  Details. 
 

Infrastructure  
 
Tonight’s 6:00 pm meeting of the San Antonio-Bexar County Metropolitan Planning Organization is shaping up as the 
‘Gunfight At The OK Corral”  over tolling: MPO chairman Tommy Adkisson will present a ‘non-toll option’  for a US 
281/Loop 1604 project that many believe will put all future tolling in the area to the test. Most observers believe the non-
toll option lacks a serious financial plan, but Senator Jeff Wentworth has his doubts about how the vote will go, regardless 
of the relative merits. More details here.  
 
A new program from Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell - "Energize Austin" - designed to make solar power available to 
more people, was officially proposed last week.  The city government would begin offering low-interest loans to cover 
solar arrays on residential roofs or energy-efficiency improvements such as home weatherization.  These loans would be 
repaid through surcharges to the property tax of the property involved. Story 
 
According to The University Star, ground was broken last week for the construction of a new control tower at the San 
Marcos airport.  The tower is part of the Airport Master Plan completed in 1986 and is being funded with a $1.5 million 
federal grant.  The completion of the tower is expected to lead to airport expansion, job creation, and growth of charter 
services. 
 
The US Department of Transportation is awarding $20.9 million to improve the nation’s response to transportation 
incidents involving hazardous materials. Texas received about $1.1 million in grants to assist in the training of first 
responders to react to incidents involving hazardous materials and to meet the safety challenges posed by new chemicals 
and alternative energy products such as ethanol. Details. 
 
According to a report from the American Wind Energy Association, Texas increased its wind capacity in third quarter 
2009 by 436 megawatts — greater than any other US state.  Report. 
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Economic Development (and ‘Other  News’) 
 
Using data and analysis from the Brookings Institution©s new MetroMonitor study, BusinessWeek.com ranked the nation©s 
top 40 economies based on job growth, employment, economic growth, and home prices. And Texas seems to be the clear 
winner with San Antonio at the top of the list and Austin finishing a close second.  Study. 
 
The economic clout of San Antonio©s hospitality sector grew to $11 billion in 2008 according to a biannual report on the 
sector.  The report also said the industry contributed $285 million in taxes and fees to area governments in 2008, including 
$153.4 million to the city. San Antonio©s hotels, restaurants; theme parks, travel agencies and other hospitality interests 
employed 106,311 workers in 2008, said the study.  Details.   
 
As of Oct 30, motorists needing to reinstate suspended or revoked driver©s licenses or who want copies of their driving 
records will no longer be able to submit documentation in person. Instead, they will either submit required documentation 
online or by mail. The change is being implemented to reduce wait times for those applying for or renewing licenses, 
according to the Texas Department of Public Safety.  For Texas Online services, click here. 
 
The Texas Railroad Commission has created a new Alternative Energy Division that effectively streamlines staffers from 
across the agency focused on alternative energy.  The Alternative Energy Division will provide opportunities for cross 
training by having inspectors, trainers, marketers and licensors in one division.  Details. 
 
President Obama said he wants to help small businesses grow and is asking Congress to increase the loan amount they can 
receive from the Small Business Administration.  He also says if smaller banks describe how they would increase lending 
to small businesses, Washington will give those banks capital so they can loan more money. He says he wants to focus on 
hard-hit rural and underserved areas.  Story.  

 

Thought for the week: 

 
“ The reason why the Ten Commandments are short and clear is that they were handed down 
direct, not through several committees.”  
 

~ Dan Bennett 
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According to The University Star, ground was broken last week for the construction of a new control tower at the San 
Marcos airport.  The tower is part of the Airport Master Plan completed in 1986 and is being funded with a $1.5 million 
federal grant.  The completion of the tower is expected to lead to airport expansion, job creation, and growth of charter 
services. 
 
The US Department of Transportation is awarding $20.9 million to improve the nation’s response to transportation 
incidents involving hazardous materials. Texas received about $1.1 million in grants to assist in the training of first 
responders to react to incidents involving hazardous materials and to meet the safety challenges posed by new chemicals 
and alternative energy products such as ethanol. Details. 
 
According to a report from the American Wind Energy Association, Texas increased its wind capacity in third quarter 
2009 by 436 megawatts — greater than any other US state.  Report. 
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Economic Development (and ‘Other  News’) 
 
Using data and analysis from the Brookings Institution©s new MetroMonitor study, BusinessWeek.com ranked the nation©s 
top 40 economies based on job growth, employment, economic growth, and home prices. And Texas seems to be the clear 
winner with San Antonio at the top of the list and Austin finishing a close second.  Study. 
 
The economic clout of San Antonio©s hospitality sector grew to $11 billion in 2008 according to a biannual report on the 
sector.  The report also said the industry contributed $285 million in taxes and fees to area governments in 2008, including 
$153.4 million to the city. San Antonio©s hotels, restaurants; theme parks, travel agencies and other hospitality interests 
employed 106,311 workers in 2008, said the study.  Details.   
 
As of Oct 30, motorists needing to reinstate suspended or revoked driver©s licenses or who want copies of their driving 
records will no longer be able to submit documentation in person. Instead, they will either submit required documentation 
online or by mail. The change is being implemented to reduce wait times for those applying for or renewing licenses, 
according to the Texas Department of Public Safety.  For Texas Online services, click here. 
 
The Texas Railroad Commission has created a new Alternative Energy Division that effectively streamlines staffers from 
across the agency focused on alternative energy.  The Alternative Energy Division will provide opportunities for cross 
training by having inspectors, trainers, marketers and licensors in one division.  Details. 
 
President Obama said he wants to help small businesses grow and is asking Congress to increase the loan amount they can 
receive from the Small Business Administration.  He also says if smaller banks describe how they would increase lending 
to small businesses, Washington will give those banks capital so they can loan more money. He says he wants to focus on 
hard-hit rural and underserved areas.  Story.  

 

Thought for the week: 

 
“ The reason why the Ten Commandments are short and clear is that they were handed down 
direct, not through several committees.”  
 

~ Dan Bennett 
 


