
  
 

Monday Morning Report – May 3, 2010  

Austin-San Antonio 
Corridor Council 

 

P.O. Box 1618  
San Marcos, Texas 78667 
 
Phone: 512-558-7360   
Fax: 512-558-7365 
council@thecorridor.org 
 
www.thecorridor.org 

 

Internal  
 
Reminder:  Executive Committee member Bruce Todd – former mayor of Austin – will be honored for 
‘Outstanding Leadership And Service’ by Austin Community College’s Center for Public Policy and Political 
Studies at a luncheon this Friday, May 7, at the AT&T Conference Center in Austin. Details.  
 
Corridor Council Executive Committee member, Tom Griebel is one of 13 candidates running for a seat on the 
Johnson City-based Pedernales Electric Cooperative's eight-person board of directors. Griebel, a former 
assistant director at TxDOT who now works for Pape-Dawson Engineers, told a recent forum he was focused on 
the "three R's" — rates, reliability and responsiveness. The election is November 19. 
 

Infrastructure 
  
If you’re interested in transportation, you’ve got a busy week ahead: today (5/3), TxDOT hosts a Long Range 
Transportation Plan Listening Session at Transguide in San Antonio; tomorrow (5/4), VISION 2050, the 
advisory group to San Antonio’s airport, seeks input on their plan at the city council B-session conference room 
(2-4:00 pm); Wednesday in Seguin, TxDOT holds another Long Range Plan public meeting (6:30 at the 
Seguin-Guadalupe County Convention Center); and also in Houston (4/5), US Transportation Secretary Ray 
LaHood leads a Federal surface transportation bill re-authorization outreach meeting at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center. Council staff will attend all on behalf of members. 
 
The Lone Star Rail District Board Chairman Sid Covington presented updates on the project’s progress to the 
San Antonio-Bexar County Metropolitan Planning Organization and the New Braunfels city council last week 
(4/26). For the San Antonio news reports, go here and for New Braunfels report, go here. 
 
San Antonio’s Alamo Regional Mobility Authority hosted the third and final public meeting on the proposed 
changes to US 281 near Loop 1604 last week (4/29), with about 200 participants. Three final alternatives were 
discussed: keep the current roadway with new overpasses; elevated express lanes; or a full expressway.  Tolls, 
non-tolls, and managed lanes versions were all included in the mix. Details. Meanwhile, an aquifer-protection 
group is threatening legal action to stop construction plans for the project. Story.  
 
Congratulations to Hays County, which broke ground last week (4/30) on a new, $65 million, 232,000 square 
foot Government Center in San Marcos that will house virtually all county offices when it opens in late 2011. 
 
Austin-Bergstrom Airport reported an increase in passenger traffic of 11% for the month of March over the 
same time period last year. Details.   
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Economic Development (and ‘Other News’) 
 
Capital Area Council of Governments Community & Economic Development Director Brian Kelsey is stepping 
down May 14. We’re sorry to see him go: he’s a long-time friend of the Corridor Council.  
 
Austin based Cirrus Logic has announced plans to build a 135,000 world headquarters in downtown Austin.  
The company will move from leased space into its new building planned for W. 6th Street in 2012.  Details.  
 
Facebook Inc., California-based social media giant, plans to open an office in Austin at 300 W. Sixth St., 
starting with six employees and growing to 200 during the next four years, the Austin Business Journal 

reported last week.  
 
According to an AAA Texas report, motorists paid less at the pump last week. The average price of regular, 
unleaded gas dropped 2 to 3 cents per gallon. The average price statewide hit $2.67 per gallon, a drop of 2 cents 
from one week ago. Austin continued to pay less than average, about $2.65, but prices were unchanged. 
Nationally, the price fell an average 3 cents to $2.79.  Read more here. 
 
A new survey finds the cost of long-term care services in Texas are some of the least expensive in the country. 
Details.   
 
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) is making $12 million worth of grants available to 
large fleet owners in order to help replace older less efficient vehicles. Qualifying organizations could receive 
up to 80% of the purchase price of replacement hybrid or low-emission vehicles. Details.  
 
RFP/RFQ Report: Williamson County has posted an RFQ for “Pre-Qualification of Architectural Firms,” 
Details; and an RFP for “Utility Relocation Coordination Services, Details. VIA Metropolitan Transportation of 
San Antonio has posted an RFP for a photovoltaic system with flexible solar panels for its North Star Transit 
Center, Details. Georgetown has published an RFP for “Renovations to the Georgetown Municipal Complex 
Building,” Details. Travis County posted an RFP for Landfill Operation & Maintenance, Details. 
 
That unusual airplane you might have seen near San Antonio over the weekend was the new Boeing 787 
Dreamliner, among the largest commercial aircraft in the world. It is here for testing at Boeing's facility at Port 
San Antonio. Details. 
 
 
 

 

Thought for the week: 
 

"War is God's way of teaching Americans geography."  
 

~Ambrose Bierce 
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group is threatening legal action to stop construction plans for the project. Story.  
 
Congratulations to Hays County, which broke ground last week (4/30) on a new, $65 million, 232,000 square 
foot Government Center in San Marcos that will house virtually all county offices when it opens in late 2011. 
 
Austin-Bergstrom Airport reported an increase in passenger traffic of 11% for the month of March over the 
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down May 14. We’re sorry to see him go: he’s a long-time friend of the Corridor Council.  
 
Austin based Cirrus Logic has announced plans to build a 135,000 world headquarters in downtown Austin.  
The company will move from leased space into its new building planned for W. 6th Street in 2012.  Details.  
 
Facebook Inc., California-based social media giant, plans to open an office in Austin at 300 W. Sixth St., 
starting with six employees and growing to 200 during the next four years, the Austin Business Journal 

reported last week.  
 
According to an AAA Texas report, motorists paid less at the pump last week. The average price of regular, 
unleaded gas dropped 2 to 3 cents per gallon. The average price statewide hit $2.67 per gallon, a drop of 2 cents 
from one week ago. Austin continued to pay less than average, about $2.65, but prices were unchanged. 
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San Antonio has posted an RFP for a photovoltaic system with flexible solar panels for its North Star Transit 
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That unusual airplane you might have seen near San Antonio over the weekend was the new Boeing 787 
Dreamliner, among the largest commercial aircraft in the world. It is here for testing at Boeing's facility at Port 
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